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Brief
mehr als wohnen (more than living): an 
innovative project whose lofty ambitions 
are evident from the name itself. Steiner 
was tasked with realising this project, 
which emerged from an architectural 
competition.

Solution
Together with the architects, the “mehr als 
wohnen” building cooperative developed 
a complex with pioneering urban character. 
1 ½- and 2-storey living areas draw daylight 
into the furthest reaches of the building. 
Internal areas of the building on various 
levels serve as laundry rooms, general store-
rooms and bicycle storage space, among 
other things. A concept informed by 

the lifestyle of the “2000-watt” society, 
which is moving away from motorised trans-
portation. 369 cooperative apartments, 
a hotel, plentiful office and commercial 
space, as well as an underground garage 
with 106 parking spaces: While the new 
Hunziker site exudes individuality as a 
whole, the interiors of the buildings could 
hardly be more different. The spectrum 
ranges from traditional apartments with 
2 to 6 rooms through to innovative satellite 
apartments. These large-scale apartments, 
featuring a “flat-in-flat” floor plan and 
 covering no less than 250 square metres, 
offer up to 10 rooms with individual wet 
rooms and kitchenettes, as well as attrac-
tive, communal rooms with cooking and 
eating areas.

The building cooperative “mehr als wohnen” 
was founded in 2007 to commemorate the 
100th anniversary of the “mehr als wohnen” 
concept, and is supported by 54 housing 
cooperatives.

Special features
The project was optimised and imple-
mented together with the clients, taking 
into account aspects such as sustainability, 
reduced CO2 emissions, a mobility con-
cept, quality and costs. The Building and 
Social Housing Foundation (BSHF), a 
partner of UN-Habitat, has bestowed on 
“mehr als wohnen” one of the most pres-
tigious international awards in the sphere 
of  sustainability, namely the World Habitat 
Award 2016–17.

MEHR ALS WOHNEN 
In 2015, one of the most ambitious cooperative projects in Europe, 
 involving 13 unique apartment blocks, was opened. This vibrant develop-
ment won the World Habitat Award, and provides impressive proof that 
the objectives of the “2000-watt society” are being achieved.

Ort Zurich
Auftrag Total (design-and-build) contract
Bauherrschaft mehr als wohnen co-operative building society
Bauzeit July 2012 to April 2015
Architekt futurafrosch GmbH, DUPLEX Architekten AG, Miroslav Šik Architekturbüro,  

Müller Sigrist Architekten AG, pool Architekten AG
Grundstücksfläche 40 172 m²
Bruttogeschossfläche 79 000 m²
Hauptnutzungsfläche 47 600 m²
Bausumme CHF 169 million
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